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 The Kings of the South and the North 
 “Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings 
 will arise in Persia, and then a fourth, who will 
 be far richer than all the others. When he has 
 gained power by his wealth, he will stir up 
 everyone against the kingdom of Greece.  Then 
 a mighty king will arise, who will rule with great 
 power and do as he pleases. After he has 
 arisen, his empire will be broken up and 
 parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. 
 It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have 
 the power he exercised, because his empire 
 will be uprooted and given to others. 

 [verses 5-28 (omitted) describe a history of 
 conflicts between the kings of the South (Egypt, 
 Ptolemies) and the kings of the North (Syria, 
 Seleucids, Antiochus), with Israel getting 
 battered in the middle] 

 “At the appointed time he  (the king of the 
 North)  will invade the South again, but this time 
 the outcome will be different from what it was 
 before. Ships of the western coastlands will 

 oppose him, and he will lose heart. Then he will 
 turn back and vent his fury against the holy 
 covenant. He will return and show favor to 
 those who forsake the holy covenant. 

 “His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the 
 temple fortress and will abolish the daily 
 sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination 
 that causes desolation. With flattery he will 
 corrupt those who have violated the covenant, 
 but the people who know their God will firmly 
 resist him. 

 “Those who are wise will instruct many, though 
 for a time they will fall by the sword or be 
 burned or captured or plundered. When they 
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 fall, they will receive a little help, and many who 
 are not sincere will join them. Some of the wise 
 will stumble, so that they may be refined, 
 purified and made spotless until the time of the 
 end, for it will still come at the appointed time. 

 The King Who Exalts Himself 
 “The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt 
 and magnify himself above every god and will 
 say unheard-of things against the God of gods. 
 He will be successful until the time of wrath is 
 completed, for what has been determined must 
 take place. 

 [verses 37-45 (omitted) say this king will exalt 
 himself and he will “destroy and annihilate 
 many”, even in Israel] 

 The End Times (Chapter 12) 
 “At that time Michael, the great prince who 
 protects your people, will arise. There will be a 
 time of distress such as has not happened 
 from the beginning of nations until then. But at 
 that time your people—everyone whose name 
 is found written in the book—will be delivered. 
 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth 
 will awake: some to everlasting life, others to 
 shame and everlasting contempt. Those who 
 are wise will shine like the brightness of the 
 heavens, and those who lead many to 
 righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 
 But you, Daniel, roll up and seal the words of 
 the scroll until the time of the end. Many will go 
 here and there to increase knowledge.” 

 Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me 
 stood two others, one on this bank of the river 
 and one on the opposite bank. One of them 
 said to the man clothed in linen, who was 
 above the waters of the river, “How long will it 
 be before these astonishing things are 
 fulfilled?” 

 The man clothed in linen, who was above the 
 waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his 
 left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear 
 by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a 
 time, times and half a time.[h] When the power 
 of the holy people has been finally broken, all 
 these things will be completed.” 

 I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, 
 “My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?” 

 He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the 
 words are rolled up and sealed until the time of 
 the end. Many will be purified, made spotless 
 and refined, but the wicked will continue to be 
 wicked. None of the wicked will understand, 
 but those who are wise will understand. 

 “From the time that the daily sacrifice is 
 abolished and the abomination that causes 
 desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 
 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches 
 the end of the 1,335 days. 

 “As for you, go your way till the end. You will 
 rest, and then at the end of the days you will 
 rise to receive your allotted inheritance.” 


